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had divided his immense dominions, which one
may say covered practically the whole of western
continental Europe, except France, and all the
Colonies of the New World except Brazil.    He,
as   head   of  the   Hapsburg   House,   had,   on
his   resignation,   handed   over  to  his   brother
the German Emperor the hereditary lands of the
Hapsburgs themselves within that Empire, the
title, and, such as it was, the power attached to
the Empire with its seat at Vienna.    But he put
his  son's  family  over  Spain,  the Netherlands
(which to-day we call Holland and Belgium),
the country of the Jura, certain Italian possessions,
and, of course, all the new colonies on the Ameri-
can side of the Atlantic.    The Spanish Empire,
governed   from   Madrid,   and   the   European
Empire,  governed  from Vienna,  were in  the
hands of two closely related branches of the House
of Hapsburg for much more than a hundred
years.    The Spanish Power helped the Emperor
Ferdinand far   more than  if   it   had   been   a
mere ally.    They helped him with the whole
strength of their Crown, regarding his cause as
their own.    This meant that the triumph of the
Hapsburg  at  Vienna   would   also   have   been
the triumph of the Hapsburg at Madrid.   The
whole western world would have fallen under
the Hapsburgs, for France was the only consider-
able independent continental power, and it was